Penetrating chest injuries.
The purpose of this paper is to review our experience in the management of penetrating chest injuries and their outcome in spite of the shortage of equipment for thoracic surgery at the Gonder Hospital. The study was based on prospective analysis of 32 cases treated at this hospital between February 1987 and February 1988. About 30% of our cases has associated injuries to other organs. Simple pleural space drainage was done in 19 cases. Only 4 of the patients required immediate or delayed thoracotomy while 3 other cases required laparotomy. Complications occurred in 8 patients, of whom 6 died. In 6 cases only conservative treatment was indicated. About 80% of our patients with penetrating chest chest injuries were treated successfully with no, or only minimal, residual defects. Availability of of simple and effective materials in rural hospitals is recommended.